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season. Raja Jai Singh entered into a secret understanding
with Bajl Rao, granting him the right of Chauth and
Sardeshmukhi in the province of Malwa. In 1734, the Marathas
had established their outposts from Gwalior to Ajmer, and right
up to the country adjoining the province of Agra.1 Raja Jai
Singh offered no resistance although he had an army of
30,000 strong at his disposal, allowing the Marathas to move
about from district to district, levying tribute. According to
the agreement with Raja Jai Singh, Baji Rao was offered the
deputy governorship of Malwa, implying complete surrender.
He further promised to have the agreement confirmed by the
Emperor, the Amiru'l-Umara being already disposed to
acknowledge the title of the Peshwa in Malwa, fancying that
diplomacy and not war was the remedy for the ills from which
the Empire was suffering. But on the advice of Muzaffar
Khan, chief of artillery (Mir-i-Atish), the Emperor refused to
confirm the agreement, at once dangerous and derogatory to the
Empire. Muzaffar Khan was an enterprising man, not inclined
to acquiesce in without resistance. The Emperor invested
him with full authority to undertake an expedition against
the Marathas and to drive them away across the river Narbada.
Their persistent aggression had necessitated immediate action
on the part of the Imperialists.2 Muzaffar Khan made pre-
parations for his expedition and marched towards Malwa.
He encountered Baj! Rao at Sironj. The Marathas, according
to their usual guerilla tactics, avoided pitched battle, harass-
ing the Mughals with continual skirmishes and sniping and
stalking the advance-guard of the Imperialists whenever it
appeared. At length Muzaffar Khan's army was surrounded and
their supplies were straitened. Muzaffar Khan was compelled
to retire towards the capital without achieving any substantial
result.3 Nizamu'1-Mulk had made preparations at Burhanpur
where he waited for news of him. He had an intention
of attacking the Marathas from the South, but this scheme
fell through when Muzaffar Khan was compelled to return
to Delhi. This encouraged the Marathas, increased their
pretensions, and incited them to have their demands
of Chauth and Sardeshmukhi of Malwa conceded by the
Emperor.
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